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especially by British officers being deputed to drill his troops.
John Lawrence submitted these proposals to Lord Dalhousie,
but gave a very adverse opinion respecting them; he thought
that if any Englishmen were so venturesome as to enter the
Khan?s service, nothing but misery and disappointment would
be their lot, ending perhaps in a wretched death. The deputa-
tion was kindly entertained for some time at Peshawar, and
then carried back to their master the negative reply of the
British Government. The Khan's anticipations of his absorption
into the Eussian empire were realized soon afterwards.

Then the Amir of Caubul, Dost Muhammad, intimated a
desire to renew with the British Government the relations
which had for nearly fifteen years been suspended. He sent
Gholam Hyder, his favourite son and heir-apparent, to Peshawar,
whither John Lawrence repaired with the necessary instructions
from Lord Dalhousie. The Amir, through his representative,
professed much fear of Persia being backed by Russian The
reasons for this fear turned out afterwards to be more valid than
was then supposed by the British ^authorities. His immediate
object was to obtain the moral support of the English alliance
before making his meditated annexation of Oundahar. He
ultimately agreed to a treaty binding himself to be the friend of
our friends and the enemy of our enemies, but imposing no
corresponding obligation on the British Government. Two
years later, John Lawrence again proceeded to Peshawar to
render the relations with the Amir closer, in consequence of the
war which England was about to undertake against Persia
by reason of Persian aggression upon Herat.

The character of John Lawrence, in contrast to that of his
brother Henry, has been sketched in the preceding chapter; it
now only remains to complete the wumnary of his management
and policy in the Punjab while he conducted the administration
there alone.

He deemed himself happy and fortunate in his two col-
leagues, Robert Montgomery and Donald Macleod* Being fond
of interpolating Hindustani words into lus familiar speech, he
spoke of them as his "bhais," or brethren ; ami this feeling was